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Reverse Canonization:

The Posthumous Economy of Prestige of Philip K. Dick

Wu Jiayi!, Tang Huili’

ISchool of Foreign Languages, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan, China
2School of Foreign Languages, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan, China

Abstract:Philip K. Dick, an American science fiction writer, won the Hugo Award during his lifetime yet remained
marginalized by the mainstream literary establishment. The dramatic reversal of his posthumous reputation offers a
unique case of “reverse canonization.” Through the adaptation effects of films such as Blade Runner, the inclusion and
reprinting by prestigious publishers like the Library of America and Penguin Classics, the sustained critical engagement
of theorists including Baudrillard and Jameson, and the image-building efforts of mass media, Dick ascended from a
marginal genre writer to a global cultural icon. Drawing on the theory of the economy of prestige, this article examines
how, in the process of establishing and disseminating Dick’s posthumous reputation, the film industry, the publishing
world, academia, and the mass media converted various forms of capital into Dick’s symbolic capital, ultimately

realizing the sustained appreciation of his economic value.

Keywords:Philip K. Dick; economy of prestige; cross-media adaptation
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