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Ba Culture Expression and the Construction of Community Identity in

Social Media Multimodal Communication

Yi Xue
Sichuan Film and Television University, Chengdu, China

Abstract: Under the strategic vision of forging a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation, how local
regional cultures can achieve effective contemporary expression through new media platforms is a pressing
question for research on Ba culture communication. Existing studies of Ba culture have mostly focused on
historical textual research and interpretations of its spiritual connotations, while systematic empirical investigation
of its multimodal communication mechanisms and expression pathways remains scarce. Drawing on Kress and
van Leeuwen's (2001) theory of multimodal discourse, this study conducts a content analysis of 500 Ba culture
communication samples (477 independent items after deduplication) collected from Douyin, Weibo, and WeChat
official accounts, examining how Ba culture combines multiple semiotic modes—textual narrative, visual symbols,
auditory rhetoric, spatial architecture, and bodily behavior—and how these combinations relate to identity
construction. The findings show that Ba culture communication exhibits case-type-specific patterns of modal
combination: historical-figure narratives rely primarily on the textual mode to drive identity intensity;
archaeological-display cases construct local symbols through visual and spatial modes; immersive performing-
arts cases integrate auditory, visual, spatial, and behavioral modes but show highly divergent identity-construction
effects internally; and commercial brand-appropriation cases exhibit multimodal collage accompanied by marked
dilution of historical symbolic reference. The study further finds that the connection between Ba culture and
official community discourse is overwhelmingly achieved indirectly, through the modal presentation of
substantive content, with only 0.4% of content directly using official community-discourse expressions. This
study provides empirical grounds for optimizing the multimodal expression pathways of local culture and offers
a methodological reference for shifting Ba culture research from historical interpretation toward communication
practice.

Keywords: Multimodal Communication; Ba Culture; Identity Construction; Forging a Strong Sense of
Community for the Chinese Nation; Content Analysis
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