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Adherence and Limitations of Translation Ethics among Late Qing Female
Intellectuals: A Case Study of the Translation and Introduction Practices of Xue

Shaohui and Shan Shili

WU Haiping'
' School of Foreign Languages, Chongqing Jiaotong University, Chongging, China

Abstract: The late Qing period saw the collective rise of female translators, adding a gendered perspective to the
eastward spread of Western learning. Drawing on Andrew Chesterman’s five models of translation ethics, this article
examines the ethical choices and constraints in the translation and introduction practices of two pioneering late Qing
women, Xue Shaohui and Shan Shili. “Translation and introduction” is understood broadly to include translated texts and
travel writings that introduced foreign cultures to Chinese readers. Xue Shaohui, in works such as Waiguo Lienii Zhuan,
adhered to the ethics of commitment, seeking a balance between Confucian morality and Western progressive ideas. Shan
Shili’s overseas travel writings combined the ethics of communication and service, reflecting a sense of responsibility to
broaden Chinese worldviews. Despite their patriotic consciousness and gender awakening, their translation ethics were
historically constrained by the era, classical Chinese conventions, and reliance on male collaborators. Framed by
Chesterman’s translation ethics, this comparative study of Xue Shaohui and Shan Shili illuminates late Qing female
intellectuals' ethical logic and historical limits, enriching micro-perspectives in women's translation history with concrete

cases.

Keywords: Late Qing women; translation ethics; Chesterman; Xue Shaohui; Shan Shili; translation and introduction

practices
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