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Poetic Imaging and Regional Cultural Construction: The “Light Documentary”

Narrative of Poetic Chengdu

YI XUE
Sichuan Film and Television University, Chengdu, Sichuan, China

Abstract: Poetic Chengdu takes classical Chinese poetry as its narrative thread, connecting poets’ life experiences,
Chengdu’s urban memory, and contemporary poetic life, thereby forming a light, everyday, and aestheticized mode of
documentary expression. This article examines the film’s visual construction from three perspectives: narrative strategy,
audiovisual rhetoric, and regional culture. The study finds that, through the embodied participation of cultural visitors, the
film transforms historical figures such as Li Bai, Du Fu, Su Shi, Lu You, and Xue Tao from revered cultural sages into
more ordinary and approachable human beings. Meanwhile, by employing cross-media rhetorical strategies such as
minimalist ink-wash animation, digital simulation, sound design, and synesthetic narration, the film transforms classical
poetry into an audiovisual experience that can be felt, seen, and heard. At the level of regional culture, the film does not
merely display Chengdu’s urban landscape; rather, through the interweaving of poetic sites, historical memory, and
contemporary life, it constructs Chengdu as a poetic space carrying emotional identification, cultural memory, and spiritual
imagination. In this sense, Poetic Chengdu provides a new expressive path for the audiovisual dissemination of classical
poetry and offers useful insights for regional cultural documentaries in telling Chinese stories and promoting the
contemporary expression and cross-cultural communication of fine traditional Chinese culture.

Keywords: light documentary; poetic image; regional culture; cross-media narration; urban memory
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